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INTELLECTUAL POSITION OF CHRISTIANS. 

IX ._ THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY. 

By E. M. Caillard. 


The briefest reflection suffices to make evident the deep 
and intimate connexion which the Christian doctrine, forming 
the title of the present essay, bears to the whole subject 
which we have now for many months been considering. 

That subject is the Intellectual Position of Christians, the 

position which belongs to them in virtue of their religious 
belief, and which therefore cannot belong to any who are not 
Christians. Now the resurrection of the body may justly be 
regarded as a test-article of the Christian creed viewed in 
relation to the intellectual position of those who hold it, and 
that for two reasons: (i) Because from the earliest times it 
was proclaimed as fundamental,* and (2) Because of the 
profound and characteristic significance which, in view of 

modem scientific knowledge, it gives to the belief in im- 
mortality. 

finH .* S .k e ^ e ^ | s ’ course, not peculiar to Christianity. We 

of the wr/iT ° rm ° r anot * ier ne arly all the great religions 

DiSLSr taki " g thS f ° rm ptJin.o 

of a Mahnm i e,n ?> sometimes in the sensual delights 

survivaMn Tad " “»» in lhe melancholy 

deprived with the CToLC blood ' ess > bodiless ghosts," 
intimate connBYm . ^ oc ^y °f all those warm and 

enter so largelv int* 8 the ph y sical environment which 
In turnfnffrom t°b° Ur huma ” idea of 

which is characteristic of ‘J r *° Us conce P tions to examine that 
an d consecration of * • n ; stlamt y> we find a recognition 

~ 7 r— ~ — hat ls highest in them all. Before 

... See I Cor. xv. , 2 _ 20 . T r 

“■ 2I ’ and man y other passages ‘ ! Acts xiii ‘ 34-3* ; xvii. 3,, 3 *.; *** 


THE INTELLECTU AL POSITION OF CHRISTIANS. 


539 


pursuing the subject further, however, i, win be of advantage 
recapitulate very brtefly, the line „f thought 
followed, and state , the ^conclusions which have been arrived at. 

In Essays I. and II. it was pointed out that there is a 
fundamental contradiction in the ordinary scientific concep 
tton of the Older of Mature, because the human attributes 
of self-consctous tntelhgence and volition, which, according 
to the theory of evolution, are the outcome of that Order 
find no place in it In Essays III. and IV. we found that 
according to the C hristian Revelation the Personal Being of 
Cxod is the basis of the Order of Nature, of that variety in 
unity, whose fit and necessary culmination is the personality 
of the creature. In Essays Y . and V I. it w r as shown that in 
the deeper teachings of science there is nothing to contradict, 
but much to corroborate this view of the matter. In Essay 
VII. we reviewed the ethical aspect of the question, and 
found that the very ideal of Creation, Sonship, implies and 
necessitates a freedom which can be abused, that it has been 
abused, and that the only remedy lies in a return to obedience 
through the things which we suffer. Finally, in Essay VIII., 
the necessity of realizing the universal and eternal aspect 
of the Life of Christ, instead of resting in the partial and 
historical aspect, was shown, while at the same time it was 
pointed out that only through the historical can we reach the 
universal. 

The argument thus briefly recapitulated, must have been 
even more inadequate to its subject than the writer fears, if 
it has not to some extent made clear that the great strength 
of the intellectual appeal of Christianity lies in its compre- 
hensiveness. No part of our complex nature is left out of 
account ; and, moreover, the intimate connexion between 
ourselves and the rest of the creation is fully acknowledged, 
the latter being specially included in that “ redemption of 
the body,” which is so profoundly characteristic of Christian 
hope and faith. The recognition of the material is therefore 
a distinguishing mark of Christianity, and of the inspired 
Christian writings. Man is never treated in the Lew Testa 
ment as if he were only “ an immortal soul, as so man} 
expounders of and commentators on the New Testament have 
treated him, to the great detriment both of faith and practice. 
The words in which our Lord proclaims His own re ation to 
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the resurrection, -those great words which stand at the head 

of our Burial Service, and which have affoided such Uru 
speakable consolation to countless mourning hearts : “ I am 
the Resurrection and the Life ; he that believeth on ;\{ e 
though he die yet shall he live, and he that liveth and 
believeth on Me shall never die,” would be strained out of 
all natural connexion with the peculiar circumstances under 
which they were spoken, and deprived of their most obvious 
sense if we did not understand them to refer to the whole man 
soul and body alike.* Again, in His answer to the hypothetical' 
case with which the Sadducees, who believed neither “in angel 
nor spirit,” endeavoured to perplex Him, He enters into no 
argument, and adduces no considerations in favour of the 
immortality of the sonl, but simply reminds His questioners 
that the living God cannot be the God of the dead, and that 
since they call Him the God of Abraham, of Isaac and of 
Jacob, they themselves testify that Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
live as “ all live, unto Him.” Not more in those days than 
in these would “life” be separated in the minds of ordinary 
men from all that makes life a reality to them under actual 
conditions. If desire, love, hope, memory could not be 
annihilated without the annihilation of the individual soul 
which desires, loves, hopes, remembers, neither could they, 

ai mg of an}, physical expression, be what men, being men, 
mean by them. 

•f° W . thlS Sclm ® truth 1S what modern science is constantly 

our ex?^ m 6 aSSertion that mind and body,— so far as 
have ? nCG p es >— ar e inseparable, and that we cannot 

the hUman b ™"> " hkh is itS 
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immortality of the soul U J adermme the doctrine of “ the 
Christian.' What the n,’- then this doctrine is not 
destructibilitv of hnfh r l Stlan cre ed teaches is the in- 
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they are. Not of course that we are 

confronts us here and everywhere The f°T %? S/efy : that 
body are united now is auim a . , ^ act tbat sou l and 

as that once united they are in beyond explanation 
destroys neither. In fact the first ^ e P ard J e and that death 
profound : on the two Tast modern " ^ 'a by ^ the m0st 
light if we will avail onrseives of it. “ d ° eS ' hr ° W SOme 
It is of course true that at nnp 
Christian Church believed as the in- ° ^ rea f bod y °f the 
among its members believe to this day^hat^he UnrefleCtlng 
of the body meant the re-informing with organic' bfeTfTe 
very same matenal par, teles which entered into the constitu- 
te,, of the body at the time of its death. It is quite possible 
for Christians to hold this belief, if they are not sufficiently 
instructed to peiceive its intrinsic absurdity, just as it was 
possible for Christians to hold the opinion that the sun 
revolved round the earth. But we have no right at all 
because want ol knowledge and thought, or crude and 
unverified scientific theories have fathered upon Christian 
doctrines impossible interpretations of the truths which they 
express, to look upon the doctrines as standing or falling 
with the false interpretations. Those persons who hold that 
the Resurrection means the revivifying of the same material 
particles which compose the body at the time of death, would 
also naturally believe that at that period all the particles of 
matter which had ever formed part of the body since birth, 
did so still. Now we know on the contrary that the matter 
composing the body at any given instant, is in a continual 
state of change. Waste, decay, repair go on all through life, 
and a man who dies at an average age has certainly changed 
his whole body several times. This has not interrupted the 
continuity of either his mental or his physical existence. We 
are therefore making a very unwarrantable assumption if we 
assert that it must even be interrupted, much less annihilated, 
because a more comprehensive and apparently more sudden 
change takes place at death than during life. What we are 
assuming is that life and consciousness are indissolubly 
associated with a particular agglomeration of material 
particles. This is demonstrably untrue, because life and 

consciousness have preserved their continuity ever since 
birth in association with different material particles. \\ hat 
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ZT are apparently indissolubly connected with i s SOme 
2nd of formative power which builds up the body. We 
have no data whatever upon which to found the assertion 
that because we do not see that formative power at work 
upon one particular set of particles, therefore it has ceased 
to exist. On the contrary, analogy would lead us to precisely 
the opposite conclusion, for the very essence of this power 
appears to consist in perpetually utilizing fresh and fresh 
matter. Without doubt we have here a profound mystery; 
it is the mystery of life, which not the wisest and most 
diligent students of nature have yet arrived even at stating 
in terms that do more than reveal the complete ignorance 
of those who formulate them. How foolish then to perplex 
ourselves by defining and measuring the scope of that 
whose most familiar manifestations lie so far beyond our 
understanding, and of which one of the most certain and 
important things we know is that it is not dependent for 
continuance upon association with any special portions of 
matter. 

Perhaps one difficulty which the writer has heard stated in 
connexion with this subject may be mentioned here. It is 
that if the union between soul and body is not an arbitrary 
connexion, lasting for the short period of life on earth and 
then dissolved, but a union which belongs to “the nature of 
things,”— in fact, an expression of the will of God,— how can 
we reconcile this with the axiom which is one of the corner- 
stones o physical science, that the quantity of matter in the 
verse is constant : i.e., that none is ever either created or 
11 this, must there not come a time when 

increasing a 6 f latter be used up by the continually 
lations, dLge^ous "n ? Wkh ° Ut going int ° an ^ speCU ' 
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late Professor Clifford has some •, . 
subject which well deserve attend ° n ^ 

Copernicus,” he says, “ men kno n 1 >t ore the tlme of 
They could tell you in the school V * ab ° Ut the universe - 
it was, and what it had been, and whatltw o^dbT ^ 

r ^ ■-£ 

no further history. Its f uture cou|d be 1 

terms as far forward as a certain epoch, but J * tb * 

would come again a changeless eternity, which was fuUy 
accounted for and descnbed. But in any case the univer e 
was a known thing. Now the enormous effect of the 
Copermcan system and of the astronomical discoveries that 
followed it is, that in place of this knowledge of a little which 
was called knowledge of the Universe, of Eternity and 
Immensity, we have now got knowledge of a great deal 
more ; but we only call it the knowledge of Here and Now. 
\\ e can tell a great deal about the solar system, but after all 
it is our house and not the city. We can tell something 
about the star-system to which our sun belongs, but after 
all it is our star-system and not the universe. We are 
talking about Here with the consciousness of a There beyond 
it, which we may know some time, but do not at all know 
now.” Professor Clifford then goes on to show that even 
our knowledge of space is limited in the same way: “The 
geometer of to-day knows nothing about the nature of 

actually existing space at infinite distance He knows 

indeed that the laws assumed by Euclid are true with an 
accuracy no direct experiment can approach, not only in this 
place where we are, but in places at a distance from us that 
no geometer has conceived ; but he knows this of Here and 
Now. Beyond his range is a There and Then of which he 
knows nothing at present, but may ultimately come to know 
more.” * 

What a comment is this language of agnostic science on 
our Lord’s words to the Sadducees : “ Is it not for this cause 

that ye err that ye know not the power of God r f 

Here and Now , through the action of that Divine power, the 
union between spirit and matter is one of the preat facts of 

♦^Clifford “ Philosophy of the Pure Sciences.” in vol. I. of “ Lectures and Essays." 

f St. Matt. xii. 24. 
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"T TTTtir^h^conditio^ seff-consciouTTifiTl^^ 

ZZT nere U Tken we are told by the Chris’^ 
knows ii. the action of the same power, it will , 

Z Jf’Z great facts of the universe still, that self-con sc i„ u ' 
,°?e will still for man be human. Thus we are comforted by 
the assurance, impossible to a science of Here and Now, that 
the mode of existence to which we are to look forward will 
not be altogether strange, but rather the perfecting and 
exalting of that with which in a lower stage we are already 
familiar. Further than this “it is not yet made manifest 
what we shall be,”* save that “ we shall be like Him ” j n 
Whom we are created, and Who is “ the Image of the 
invisible God, the Firstborn of all creation, f for “ we shall 
see Him even as He is.” + In that vision all doubts will 
be answered, all difficulties resolved, all shadows dispelled. 
What wonder that in anticipation of its ineffable light and 
truth one apostle warns us that “ he that hath this hope set 
on him purifieth himself, even as He is pure ; ” § and another 
cheers us with the encouraging words : “ Be ye steadfast, 
immoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord 
forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.” || 


* ■ John iii, 2 . 


§ i John iii. 3 


AUNT MAI’S BUDGET. 

By Mrs. Francis F. Steinthal. 

My dear Children,— When I write this letter to you 
you are all enjoying your holidays, and storing up strength 
and many happy memories. I am getting many pleasures 
out of mine, as 1 nave met for the first time several nieces 
face to face. It may be that an aunt wears coloured spectacles, 
but I feel quite convinced that my nieces are one and all 
specially nice children, and that I am the luckiest aunt in 
existence. Perhaps you will find aunties who do not agree with 
me, but we all love to nurse a few pet theories, do we not r 

A great many prizes were sent out last month, and if any 
niece has not received hers will she kindly write and tell me. 
Visitors, and holidays, and picnics do somewhat disarrange 
one’s business habits ; but if the forgotten one will forgive 
me, and work again, I shall be comforted. 

I am most anxious that the Christmas Magazine should be 
better than the first one, good though it was. Several nieces 
have already written to say they will write, and three tales 
have been sent, which are very nicely written. Read the 
directions in the August number again. 

The August Portfolio will begin this month at the end of 
the alphabet and the present one at the beginning. 

Your loving 

Aunt Mai. 


Competitions. 

“ My Dollie’s Wardrobe.” 

These competitions are open to all the children of readers 
of the Parents' Review . There is no entrance fee, but stamps 
must be sent for return postage. Each article must ave 
a label on it, with child’s name, address an g y 

marked on it. “ My Dollie’s Wardrobe 
used for patterns, which fit a doll 2 inc es 
in this and other competitions to be sent before the 30th to 

Aunt Mai, Wharfemead, Ilkley. n 2 
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